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Washington Montessori Public Charter School

Dedicated to pursuing our greatest potential to fulfill our responsibility to the world.

WMPCS High School Fact Sheet

Planned middle school, high school, gym building. Building includes a separate science lab, kitchen, central conference /community area and full size gymnasium.

The education of your child is paramount to us, and we hope that as we roll out the details of the ninth grade program you consider it as an option for your child. Every child’s educational needs are different, and we are putting a great deal of effort into developing a program to meet those needs in order to better prepare them for their future endeavors. Although our program is going to be a college preparation program,

ultimately the choice of where your child goes after 12th grade is yours. We want to ensure that with a solid academic foundation, your child is prepared for whatever path they take in life.

Although we are required to have a lottery by law for the ninth grade, we are hopeful that we will be able to meet our goal with our current eighth graders. This is important to us because as we expand to the high school grades, it is extremely important that we have students that are accustomed to our learning methodology, organizational culture and have normalized in our environment.

If for some reason we do not meet the goal of having 10 commitments for

the ninth grade from our 8th grade class, we will be relocating the music room and the Day School After School program to allow for the additional needed space. As we add the tenth grade the following year, we will start the larger building project then complete it by the start of the 2015-16 school year. We are committed to having this building opened within the next two years, but need to be realistic in regards to the financial obligations it entails.

If you are interested in learning more about our high school, other Montessori high school programs, our time line, the building plan and other information regarding this expansion, please visit our web site under www.wmpcs.org/wmpcshigh.html.



Overview

Start Date: 9th Grade 2014-15. Add one

additional grade per year until 12th grade in 2017-18.

Enrollment: Our expectation is to have no more than 15-20 students per grade when we are at maximum capacity and an overall student teacher ratio of 1:15.

Staffing: 2014-15: 4 teachers in 7-9th Following year 3 teachers 10-12, a school counselor/guidance counselor and a high school coordinator

Curriculum: We will be offering at a minimum 4 years of English, math and science as well as a foreign language for 2 years. The program will be in line with Maria Montessori’s 12-18 developmental planes.

Space: We will be starting a new build-ing to house the middle school, high school and a gym as soon as possible, but no later than the 2015-16 school year.
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Definitions

Adolescent Developmental Plane:

This is Maria Montessori’s middle and high school developmental plane (ages 12-18). Her research indicates that it is much like the lower levels and it is a peri-od of great transformation, physically and mentally. The adolescent's motto is "Help me to think for myself." This requires time for solitude and personal reflection, as well as a time for dialogue with his teacher(s) and within a circle of peers.

Intersession: This is a period of time that the students would work outside of the classroom on projects that offer real-world experience. These intersessions would increase in scope as the students progress through the middle school and high school program. The capstone in-tersession would culminate their work at the WMPCS and require a senior thesis.

Community Service Projects: Unlike the community service projects of the lower levels, our middle and high school students would be expected to reach fur-ther into the community. These projects may include Habitat for Humanity building projects, volunteering at a local animal shelter, assisting at a nursing home, etc...
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Faculty and Teaching Staff:

We will be hiring at least four teachers over the next three years to cover all of the subject areas in the high school. Additionally, we are actively recruiting a High School Coordinator, and

School/Guidance Counselor. All staff will be required to hold a NC

State License in the areas in which they teach.



Myth v. Fact:

Myth:

Montessori is only for younger children.

Fact:

Towards the end of her career and life, Maria Montessori spent almost all of her time dedicated to developing and coordinating her work for older students. Her stages of development went as far as “university.”

Nationally and internationally, there has been an insurgence of data and research that supports Dr.

Montessori’s adolescent research.

In the US some of the most successful high schools are Montessori based. An example of this is Clark Montessori High School where our current and future middle and high school teachers will be trained.

Myth:

WMPCS will be offering the minimum course requirements.

Fact:

We will be offering the State core high school requirements in addition to four more semesters of English, math and science, two more semesters of social science and four semesters of foreign language. Our students will have a total of four full years of core course work.

Myth:

WMPCS will not offer electives.

Fact:

Although we will not be offering seven to eight electives as traditional public schools do, we will be offering electives during the junior and senior year. Additionally we will be requiring 2 three week intersessions of the students choice and junior and senior internships.



Myth:

WMPCS will not have organized sports.

Fact:

We will be offering small team sports, but will not be offering a full track team or football team. Some of the sports options we are looking to offer are soccer, volleyball, basketball, cheer, swimming, and cross country.

Myth:

Montessori high schools don’t do well because they do not grade or take standardized tests.

Fact:

As we prepare our students for college, we start to formally test and grade during middle school. This is consistent with almost every other Montessori school in the country. The high school will also participate in the state end of course tests.

Myth:

A WMPCS diploma is not the same as a public school diploma.

Fact:

Our diploma will carry the same weight as a traditional public school diploma. High school diplomas issued by the State, are dependent on the whole schools test scores. WMPCS has maintained high test scores and achievement. We will continue to set our standards high for our students.

Myth:

WMPCS will not be accredited.

Fact:

As a public high school, we will be accredited by the State Board of Education. Additionally, we have started the process to be accredited by the Southern States Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) well as The American Montessori Society (AMS).

